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Abstract

This research aims to study and plan sustainable land use in a participatory
manner for the community of Ban Nong Muang, Mae Na Chang sub-district, Mae La Noi
district, Mae Hong Son province, in accordance with the National Land Policy
Committee (NLPC). The study employs a qualitative research methodology, collecting
data from various sources including documents, research papers, and historical satellite
imagery (Google Earth Pro). This is integrated with current geospatial data using a
Geographic Information System (GIS) (ArcGIS Ver. 10.5) and supplemented with
observation and in-depth interviews to understand the physical, economic, social, and
cultural context of the Pga K’'nyau ethnic community.

The findings reveal diverse land use within the community, categorized into
three primary types: 1) agricultural areas (4,880 rai), 2) forest areas (3,918 rai), which
include natural, conservation, headwater, communal, and cemetery forests, and 3)
community/residential areas (105 rai), encompassing houses, schools, and temples.
The results on land use change from B.E. 2545 to B.E. 2567 show that agricultural land
experienced the most significant increase, by 4,880 rai, accounting for 54.81% of the
total area. This led to a decrease in natural forest land by 891 rai, representing a
26.30% reduction. The remaining forest areas total 3,918 rai, or 44.01%, while

community/residential areas total 105 rai, or 1.18% of the land. Through participatory
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processes, including interviews and community forums, five key land managemer%
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measures were identified: 1) the collaborative development of a land use plan, 2) the
creation of a land and geospatial information database, 3) the clear demarcation of
land use boundaries, 4) the promotion of internal community rules in conjunction with
legal frameworks, and 5) the support of sustainable occupations that align with the
local environment.

This research concludes that a participatory land use planning process fosters
mutual understanding and empowers the community with a sense of ownership,
enabling them to actively shape their own development trajectory. These elements
are crucial for achieving long-term sustainable development.

Keywords: Land Use, Community Participation, National Land Policy Committee

(NLPQO), Land Use Planning, Surveying and Demarcation, Sustainable Land Management.
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